Fatal necrotizing fasciitis following a mandibular fracture.
Necrotizing fasciitis of the head and neck is an uncommon, insidious infection that usually occurs secondarily to odontogenic infections, although blunt and penetrating trauma can be another cause. Of 65 total reported cases of necrotizing fasciitis, 10 (15.4%) have been fatal. This article presents a case of a mandibular fracture in a severely immunocompromised elderly patient in whom delayed treatment proved fatal. The clinician must remain suspicious of any infection refractory to antibiotic therapy alone, since necrotizing fasciitis is a rapidly progressing condition with high morbidity and potential for mortality. Rapid diagnosis, surgical treatment, antibiotic therapy, medical management, nutritional support, and early detection and treatment of complications are critical elements in the management of necrotizing fasciitis.